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the publishers themselves. Even no previous notice or demand is re-
quired from the directors of the Museum before taking legal measures.
This, also, is right, or of course every publisher would wait for a pre-
vious notice before sending in a copy of each work."

Copies of publications from all over Great Britain and Ireland
now began to stream into the Copyright Office of the British
Museum at such a rate that an increase in staff became essential.
One difficulty that Panizzi was never able to surmount was the
enforcement of the delivery of books published in the Colonies,
to copies of which the Museum was legally entitled.1

The popularity of the British Museum increased. Visitors and
students from all over the world now frequented the Reading
Room daily. Incidentally, to prevent the desultory reading of the
latest fiction, and to restrict the seating accommodation to ge-
nuine readers only, a rule was instituted forbidding the consulta-
tion of novels not five years old, except in very special cases. By
this means the copies were prevented from rapidly deteriorating
and wearing out owing to constant handling by idle readers.
There was possibly little or no consideration for the publishing
trade about the institution of this rule. However, the reservation
of the newest fiction for the prescribed period of five years served
the interests of the publishers very well.2

Thus matters stood at the British Museum. The prospect for
the other copyright libraries was far from satisfactory. The Cam-
bridge University Commissioners, in their General Report, ex-
pressed the opinion that the majority of the copies received under
the acts were "of little worth, and are better suited for a circulating
library, than for one which is designed as a repository of the litera-
ture and science of all nations,,. They form a principal attraction
to those who use the Library less for literary objects than for
amusement."8 With regard to the Bodleian Library, we find the
Oxford University Commissioners commenting on the copyright
privilege thus:

"By the present Copyright Act [1&._j-------_ v.          ^  ,
to a copy of every book published in the British DtocninKHis* As r&-
1 See post, pp. 147-8.
*  The rule also helped to lighten the labours of the small and WU&L
worked staff of cataloguers.
*  Report of Cambridge  UmversHy Conamssum* 1850-2,
Papers, 1852-3, vol. xliv, p. 128.